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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
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Listing of Claims: 

1 to 11 (withdrawn) 

12. (currently amended) A method ^continuously monitoring changes in indications of 

vital functions of a patient, employing a tube used Jo e iljcie^dy conve y tliikls into and out of 
the body of said pa-icni. wherein at least one imaging sensor ^incorporated in the anterior face 
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patient 

wherein . said jube is placed 

wliereingaid 

period, and 

wherein said fluids are selected from the group consisting of; gases and liquids, and conveyed 
to sustain a yital tunctjqn_of sajd patient, concomkantjy with said monitoring 

13. (original) Jllv- method i-C^iiyBll^^ in indications of vital 
functions of a patient, as in claim 12 and wherein an alarm is set when a change of said 
indications of vital functions of a patient pass a predetermined threshold. 
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15. (original) Jlxt method oL^iyi^M§Jx in indications of vital 
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functions of a patient, as in claim 12 and wherein said signals are images. 
16. (new) TheimeO^L^ 
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Non-Marked version of the Claims: 

12. (currently amended) A method of continuously monitoring changes in indications of 
vital functions of a patient, employing a tube used to effectively convey fluids into and out of 
the body of said patient, wherein at least one imaging sensor is incorporated in the anterior face 
of said tube, and wherein said sensor is coupled to a conduit, continuously acquiring signals an 
transmitting said signals via said conduit; said method comprises collecting said signals 
transmitted via said conduit and interpreting said signals and/or displaying said signals; thereby 
performing said continuous monitoring of changes in indications of vital functions of said 
patient; 

wherein said tube is placed within said body of said patient for a substantial period of time and 
wherein said continuous monitoring is performed during at least a substantial portion of said 
period, and 

wherein said fluids are selected from the group consisting of: gases and liquids, and conveyed 
to sustain a vital function of said patient, concomitantly with said monitoring. 

13. (original) The method of continuously monitoring changes in indications of vital 
functions of a patient, as in claim 12 and wherein an alarm is set when a change of said 
indications of vital functions of a patient pass a predetermined threshold. 

15. (original) The method of continuously monitoring changes in indications of vital 
functions of a patient, as in claim 12 and wherein said signals are images. 

16. (new) The method of continuously monitoring changes in indications of vital functions 
of a patient, as in claim 12 and wherein said tube is en endotracheal tubus. 

17. (new) The method of continuously monitoring changes in indications of vital functions 
of a patient, as in claim 12 and wherein said substantial period of time is a prolonged 
endotracheal intubation. 
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18. (new) Hie method of continuously monitoring changes in indications of vital functions 
of a patient, as in claim 12 and wherein said tube is placed inside the trachea of said patient. 
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